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Personal Details
Date of birth
10 April 1956
Country of birth
Zimbabwe
Nationality
South African


Educational qualifications 
Secondary
1973: Kimberley Boy's High School, Kimberley, South Africa.
Cape Senior Certificate
1974: Waiarapa College, Masterton, New Zealand.
Higher School Certificate

Tertiary
Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa.
1975-77: BA
1978-78: BA(Hon)
1979-79: Higher Diploma in Education

Theological College of South Africa, Johannesburg, South
Africa.
1979 and 82: Diploma of the College

Sheffield University, Sheffield, England.
1985-87: MA  (with Distinction)
Thesis: The Succession Narrative as History: A Critical Discussion of the Debate in the Light of Recent Work in the Philosophy of History.

1987-90: PhD (Biblical Studies)
Thesis: Biblical Interpretation in Theologies of Liberation: Modes of Reading the Bible in the South African Context of Liberation.


Employment 
1978: Graduate Assistant in the Department of Linguistics and English Language, Rhodes University, South Africa.
1980-83: Minister in the Assembly of God Church.
1981-83: Junior-Lecturer (part-time) in the Department of Linguistics and English Language, Rhodes University.
1983-85: Junior-Lecturer in the Department of Linguistics and English Language, Rhodes University.
1985/86: Graduate-Tutor in the Department of Biblical Studies, Sheffield University, England.
1988: Lecturer (part-time) in the Department of General Linguistics and Communication, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.
Lecturer (part-time) in The Federal Theological Seminary of Southern Africa, Imbali, Pietermaritzburg.
1989: Lecturer (part-time) in The Federal Theological Seminary of Southern Africa.
Lecturer (part-time) in the School of Theology, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.
Course-Writer for the Theological Education by Extension College (Southern Africa).
1990: Lecturer in the School of Theology, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.
Researcher in the Institute for the Study of the Bible, School of Theology, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.
1992: Senior-Lecturer in the School of Theology, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.
1994: Senior-Lecturer in the School of Theology, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.
Director of the Institute for the Study of the Bible, School of Theology, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.
1996: Associate Professor in the School of Theology, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.
Director of the Institute for the Study of the Bible, School of Theology, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg.
1999: Professor in the School of Theology, University of Natal.
Director of the Institute for the Study of the Bible & Worker Ministry Project, School of Theology, University of Natal.
2002: Head of School of Theology, University of Natal.
Director of the Institute for the Study of the Bible & Worker Ministry Project, School of Theology, University of Natal.
2005: Senior Professor in the School of Religion and Theology, University of KwaZulu-Natal.
Director of Ujamaa Centre for Community Development and Research (new designation of Institute for the Study of the Bible & Worker Ministry Project), School of Religion and Theology, University of KwaZulu-Natal.


Awards
1985/86: Rotary International Foundation Scholarship.
1986/87: British Committee of Vice-Chancellors and Principals Overseas Research Student Award.
1987/88: British Committee of Vice-Chancellors and Principals Overseas Research Student Award.
1994: University of Natal Special Research Fund Award.
1995: Vice Chancellor's Award, University of Natal.
2005: Bray Lectureship, USPG and SPCK, United Kingdom.


Visiting Lectureships
1993: Religious Studies, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, USA, October.
1993: New York Theological Seminary, New York, USA, November.
1995: Alexander Robertson Lectureship, Department of Biblical Studies, University of Glasgow, Glasgow, Scotland, April-July.
2000: Chicago Theological Seminary, Chicago, USA, April-December.
2000: School of Oriental and African Studies, London, UK, July-August.
2002: People’s Seminary, Burlington, USA, November.
2003: Gurukul Theological College and Research Institute, Chennai, India, September.
2005: Gurukul Theological College and Research Institute, Chennai, India, January.
2005: Bishop’s College, Kolkata, India, January.
2005: Westcott House, Cambridge University, Cambridge, England, March.
2005: Faculty of Theology, University of Oslo, Oslo, Norway, November.
2006: Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington DC, USA, November.
2009: School of Oriental and African Studies, London, UK, July.
2009: Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, California, USA, August-December.
2009: Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, California, USA, August-December.
2009: University of California, Berkeley, California, USA, August-December.


Guest Lecturer
1991: Loyola College, Baltimore, USA, November.
1994: University of Oslo, Oslo, Norway, August.
1994: Diaconia College Centre, Oslo, Norway, August.
1994: School of Mission and Theology, Stavanger, Norway, August.
1995: University of Oslo, Olso, Norway, January.
1995: Queens College, Oxford University, England, June.
1995: Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington DC, USA, November/December.
1997: Hanil University and Theological College, Chonbuk, Korea, June/July.
1997: United Theological College, North Parramatta, Australia, December.
2000: People’s Seminary, Burlington, USA, July.
2000: St Andrew’s College, Saskatoon, Canada, October.
2000: Loyola College, Baltimore, USA, November.
2002: University of Cape Coast, Ghana, February.
2002: Emmanuel College, Toronto, November.
2003: University of South Africa, Pretoria, South Africa, September.
2004: Lagos State University, Lagos, Nigeria, July.
2005: Ripon College, Oxford University, Cuddesdon, England, March.
2005: United College of the Ascension, Birmingham University, England, March.
2005: Sheffield University, Sheffield, England, March.
2005: The Minister Lectures, York, England, March.
2006: Escola Superior de Teologia, São Leopoldo, Brasil, February.
2007. American Baptist Seminary of the West, San Francisco, USA, November.
2008. Lambeth Conference, Canterbury, England, July/August.
2009. Church Divinity School of the Pacific, Berkeley, USA, November.
2010. Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington DC, USA, November. 


Academic Conference Papers
(* Designates an International Conference)
1.* Two Readings of the Cain and Abel Story in the South African Context of Liberation, Paper read at the November 1989 Meeting of the Society of Biblical Literature, Los Angeles, USA.
2. Hearing Job's Wife: Towards a Feminist Reading of Job, Paper read at the September 1990 Meeting of the Old Testament Society of South Africa, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
3. The Challenge of Ideologiekritik: The Biblical Text as a Site of Struggle, Paper read at the September 1990 Meeting of the HSRC Conference on The Relevance of Theology in the 1990s, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
4. The Relationship between Different Modes of Reading the Bible and the Ordinary Reader, Paper read at the Workshop on Contextual Hermeneutics, Centre for Contextual Hermeneutics, September 1991, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
5.* South African Perspectives on Troubling Biblical Waters: Race, Class, and Family, by Cain Hope Felder, Paper read at the American Academy of Religion/Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1991, Kansas City, USA.
6.* (With J.A. Draper) The Bible and Social Transformation in South Africa: A Work-in-Progress Report on the Institute for the Study of the Bible, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1991, Kansas City, USA.
7.* The Presence of Power in the Joseph Story, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1991, Kansas City, USA.
8. Recovering the Suppressed Past and Reconstructing the Future: Historical Consciousness in Biblical and Theological Liberation Hermeneutics, Paper read at the HSRC Centre for Research Methodology Science and Vision Conference, January 1992, Pretoria, South Africa.
9. Engagement, Critical Distance, and Contextualisation: Teaching/Learning Biblical Studies in the South African Context, Paper read at the Workshop on Contextual Hermeneutics, Centre for Contextual Hermeneutics, May 1992, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
10. (With J.R. Cochrane) War, Remembrance, and Reconstruction, Paper read at the Theological Society of Southern Africa Annual Meeting, August 1992, Pretoria, South Africa.
11. Metaphorical and Societal Views of Women in Hosea 1 and 3, Paper read at the Old Testament Society of South Africa Congress, September 1992, Bloemfontein, South Africa.
12.* Engagement, Criticality, and Contextualization: Core Concepts in the Teaching/Learning of Biblical Studies in a South African Context, Paper read at the William Jewel College Conference on Critical Thinking in the Teaching of Biblical Studies, San Francisco, November 1992, USA.
13. No Integrity Without Contextuality: the Presence of Particularity in Biblical Hermeneutics and Pedagogy, Paper read at the Workshop on Contextual Hermeneutics, Centre for Contextual Hermeneutics, May 1993, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
14. Reading an African Biblical Story (Genesis 37-50) in Africa: an African Critical Reading of the Joseph Story, Paper read at the Old Testament Society of South Africa Congress, September 1993, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
15.* Reading the Bible with Poor and Oppressed Communities in South Africa: a Case Study, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1993, Washington DC, USA.
16.* African Critical Resources for Bible Reading: the Joseph Story in South Africa, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1993, Washington DC, USA.
17. Constructing Critical and Contextual Readings with Ordinary Readers: Mark 5:21-6:1, Paper read at the New Testament Society of South Africa Congress, March 1994.
18. The Effect and Power of Discourse: a Case Study of a Metaphor in Hosea, Paper read at the Workshop on Contextual Hermeneutics, Centre for Contextual Hermeneutics, May 1994, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
19.* (With B. Khumalo and M. Speckman) Reading the Bible in Africa: A Case Study of the Institute for the Study of the Bible, Paper read at Interpreting the Bible in African Contexts Conference, University of Glasgow, August 1994, Glasgow, Scotland.
20.* Ideology, Accountability, and the Academy: Biblical Studies as a Site of Struggle, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1994, Chicago, USA.
21.* (With B. Khumalo) Doing Theology in a Changing and Pluriform World: New Challenges in Contextual Theological Method, Paper read at the Conference Hvordan Blir Var Teologi Til?, Church of Norway Council on Ecumenical and International Relations, January 1995, Oslo, Norway.
22.* And the Dumb Shall Speak: Articulating Subjugated Readings of the Bible in Marginalized Communities, Paper read at the Colloquium on the Use of the Bible in Ethics, April 1995, Sheffield, England.
23. The Future of Religion in the 21st Century: A South African Perspective, Paper read at the Research Institute for Theology and Religion Conference on New Modes of Thinking of the Eve of a New Century, September 1995, Pretoria, South Africa.
24. J, E, D, P and the RDP: Biblical Sources for Transition and Transformation, Paper read at the Workshop on Contextual Hermeneutics, Centre for Contextual Hermeneutics, October 1995, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
25.* Reading with Rizpah: Reading 2 Samuel 21:1-14 with Marginalized Communities in South Africa, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1995, Philadelphia, USA.
26.* Review of Ethics of Interpretation: A Reevaluation, by Daniel Patte, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1995, Philadelphia, USA.
27. Reading on the Boundaries: Reading 2 Samuel 21:1-14 with Rizpah, Paper read at the Workshop on Contextual Hermeneutics, Centre for Contextual Hermeneutics, May 1996, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
28. Mapping the Place of Post-Colonial Criticism in Old Testament Biblical Studies in South Africa, Paper read at the Old Testament Society of South Africa Congress, September 1996, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
29.* Priorities for Restitution and Reconciliation in South Africa, Paper read at the International Conference on Reconciliation and Restitution: An Old Testament Perspective, September 1996, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
30.* The Place of Post-Colonial Biblical Criticism in a Post-Apartheid, Post-Liberation and Post-Modern South Africa, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1996, New Orleans, USA.
31.* Re-Reading the Bible with African Resources: Interpretative Strategies for Reconstruction in a Postcolonial Context,  Paper read at the All Africa Conference of Churches Consultation on “The Role of the Churches in the Reconstruction of Africa”, April 1997, Nairobi, Kenya.
32. Reading Other-wise: Re-envisaging the Reading Practices and Place of the Socially Engaged Biblical Scholar, Paper read at the Workshop on Contextual Hermeneutics, Centre for Contextual Hermeneutics, June 1997, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
33.* Reading Strategies in the South African Context: Contextual Bible Study as Bible Pedagogy, Paper read at the International Workshop on Bible Pedagogy, Hanil University, June/July 1997, Chonbuk, Korea.
34.* Remembering the Bible in a Postcolonial Context: The Bible, Ethnicity, and Ordinary African Readers, Paper read at the Ethnicity and the Bible Conference and Consultations, December 1997, Sydney, Australia.
35.* Neglected Dimensions of Biblical Interpretation in the African Context: Equipping the Church to Respond to the Cries of the Poor, Paper read at the Ecumenical Symposium of Eastern Africa Theologians, March 1998, Sagana, Kenya.
36.* Delineating the Dimensions of ‘Reading with’: Extending the Boundaries of Biblical Studies Discourse, Paper read at the Meeting of the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas (SNTS), August 1998, Copenhagen, Denmark.
36. The Citizenship of Marginal/Subjugated Voices, Paper read at the Multi-Event 1999 Academic Workshop, September 1999, Cape Town, South Africa.
37.* Reading from This Place (with These People and for This Purpose): Review Panel Discussion on Reading from this Place volumes, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1998, Orlando, USA.
38.* Being Partially Constituted by Work with Others: Biblical Scholars Becoming Different, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1998, Orlando, USA.
39. * The Bible and Biblical Interpretation in South African Black Theology, Paper read at the EFSA and University of Stellenbosch Department of Old and New Testament International Workshop on Old and New Testament Studies in Africa: Learning from the Past and Planning for the Future, May 1999, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
40. * Mapping Biblical Interpretation in Africa, Paper read at the Meeting of the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas (SNTS) Post Conference, August 1999, Pretoria, South Africa.
41. * Disguising Defiance in Ritualisms of Subordination: Literary Resources for Recovering Resistance Discourse within the Dominant Discourses of the Bible, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1999, Boston, USA.
42. * Tribes in Africa: The Impact of Norman Gottwald’s Tribes of Yahweh on African Biblical Interpretation (with Particular Reference to Inculturation and Liberation Paradigms), Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 1999, Boston, USA.
43. * Negotiating with 'the White Man's Book': Early Foundations for Liberation Hermeneutics in (South) Africa, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2000, Nashville, USA.
44. * Beyond Western Forms: Constructing an African Commentary on the Bible, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2000, Nashville, USA.
45. * Intercultural Readings of the Bible in South Africa, Paper read at the Through the Eyes of Another: Intercultural Readings of the Bible Research Conference, March 2001, Utrecht, Holland.
46. * Biblical Hermeneutics and the Laity: Learning from Ordinary African Interpreters of the Bible, Paper read at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, May 2001, Switzerland.
47. * Redirecting the direction of travel: African biblical interpretation post-2001 (and other ‘post-s’), Paper read at the 2001: A Bible Odyssey Conference, June/July 2001, Melbourne, Australia.
48. Reading Abused Female Bodies in the Bible: Interpretative Strategies for Recognising and Recovering the Stories of Women Inscribed by Violence but Circumscribed by Patriarchal Text (2 Kings 5), Paper read at the Old Testament Society of South Africa: Suffering Bodies in Religious Discourses, September 2001, Potchefstroom, South Africa.
49. Early Indications of the Bible’s Place in Public Morality: The BaTlhaping, William Burchell and the Bible, Paper read at the Theological Society of Southern Africa: Public Morality in the South African Context, June 2002, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.
50. Indigenous Exegesis: Exploring the Interface Between Missionary Methods and the Rhetorical Rhythms of Africa; Locating Local Reading Resources in the Academy, Paper read at the Annual Meeting of the Old Testament Society of South Africa, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
51. * “I Would Rather Come to Bible Study than Go to Church”: Reading the Bible ‘Positively’ in South Africa, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2002, Toronto, Canada.
52. * Tear Down the Walls: Community-based Learning in An African Context, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2002, Toronto, Canada.
53. The Historicity of Myth and the Myth of Historicity: Locating the Ordinary ‘Reader’ in the Debate, Paper read at the New Testament Society of South Africa Congress, April 2003, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.
54. * The Open and Closed Bible: the Bible in African Theologies, Paper read at the Conference on African Christian Theologies in Transformation: Respice et Prospice, June 2003, University of the Western Cape, Cape Town, South Africa.
55. Taming Texts of Terror: Reading (with or against) the Gender Grain of Biblical Texts, Paper read at the Theological Society of Southern Africa: Gender and Theology in Africa, June 2003, Pretoria, South Africa.
56. Reading Shembe ‘Re-membering’ the Bible: Isaiah Shembe’s Instructions on Adultery, Paper read at the New Testament Society of South Africa Congress, April 2004, Pretoria, South Africa.
57. * Decolonizing (South) African Biblical Scholarship, Paper read at the Nigerian Association for Biblical Studies, July 2004, Lagos State University, Lagos, Nigeria.
58. * Decolonizing (South) African Biblical Scholarship: the Bible in (South) African History and Culture, Paper read at the Meeting of the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas (SNTS), August 2004, Barcelona, Spain.
59. The Appropriation of Psalms in the Teachings of Isaiah Shembe, Paper read at the Annual Meeting of the Old Testament Society of South Africa, September 2004, Johannesburg, South Africa.
60. * The Limits of Orality and Literacy in ‘Talking’ Theologically about HIV and AIDS in (South) Africa, Paper read at the Fourth International Inter-Disciplinary Colloquium on Orality, Literacy and Diversity, October 2004, Mtunzini, South Africa.
61. * (Ac)claiming the (Extra)ordinary African ‘Reader’ of the Bible, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2004, San Antonio, USA.
62. * (With T. Sitoto) Other Ways of Reading the Qur’an and the Bible in Africa: Isaiah Shembe and Sheikh Ahmadu Bamba, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2004, San Antonio, USA.
63. (With B. Zengele) The Medicine of God’s Word: What People Living with HIV and AIDS Want From the Bible, Paper read at the Theological Society of Southern Africa: Healing, Health and Regeneration, June 2005, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
64. * Male and Female Bodies in the Teaching of Isaiah Shembe and its Possible Implications for HIV/AIDS, Paper read at the Broken Bodies and Healing Communities: Faith-Based Contextual Responses to HIV/AIDS Conference, October 2005, Botha’s Hill, South Africa.
65. * Hearing the (Theological) Voice of the Other in the City Mission: A South African Perspective, Paper read at the City Mission and Otherness Conference, November 2005, Oslo, Norway.
66.* Interrogating the Comparative Paradigm in African Biblical Scholarship, Paper read at the conference on Exegesis and Actualisation in Africa and Europe: A Dialogue, January/February 2006, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
67. The Biblical Construction of the Female Body in Ibandla lamaNazaretha: Isaiah Shembe and Jephthah’s Daughter, Paper read at the Old Testament Society of South Africa, Wisdom and Gender: Constructing Each Other Wisely in Reading the Old Testament, September 2006, Pretoria, South Africa.
68. * Hearing Scripture in African Contexts, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2006, Washington, DC, USA.
69. * African Biblical Interpretation as a Product of African Socio-Historical Realities, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2006, Washington, DC, USA.
70. * Contending with the Bible: Biblical Interpretation as a Site of Struggle, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2006, Washington, DC, USA.
71. * The Poetry of Job as a Resource for the Articulation of Embodied Lament in the Context of HIV and AIDS in South Africa, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2006, Washington, DC, USA.
72. * Thabo Mbeki’s Bible: Public Realm Appropriations and Contestations, Paper read at the Religion and Spirituality in a Postcolonial Context Colloquium, January 2007, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.
73. A Reluctant Presence: The Use of Postcolonial Discourse in African Women’s Biblical Hermeneutics, Paper read at the Congress of the New Testament Society of South Africa, April 2007, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
74. * Interpreting ‘The Exile’ in African Biblical Scholarship: An Ideo-theological Dilemma in Postcolonial South Africa, Paper read at the Combined Congress of the Old Testament Society of South Africa and the OTW (Netherlands and Belgium), August 2007, Pretoria, South Africa. 
75. “Why Are You So Low, Son of the King...?”  Patriarchy, Power and the Construction of Biblical Masculinities, Paper read at the 4th Pan African Conference of the Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians: The Girl Child, Women, Religion and HIV and AIDS in Africa, September 2007, Yaoundé, Cameroun.
76. From Mmahutu to Today: A Case Study, Paper read at the Bible Society of South Africa’s Setswana Bible 150 Years Theological Conference: Is the Bible Still Relevant for the Southern Africa Society?, October 2007, Bloemfontein, South Africa.
77. * Mbeki’s Bible: The Bible in the South African Public Realm After Liberation, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2007, San Diego, USA.
78. * Anglicanism and the Interpretation of Scripture, Paper read at the American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting, November 2007, San Diego, USA.
79. * An African Response to Ethnologies of Scriptural Readings among Communities of Color in the United States, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2007, San Diego, USA.
80. * In Dialogue with Dalit Biblical Hermeneutics: Identifying Resonances and Recognising Difference, Paper read at the conference on Dalit Theology in the 21st Century: Discordant Voices, Discerning Pathways ..., January 2008, Kolkata, India.
81. * From a Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) for the Economy to the RDP of the Soul: Public Realm Biblical Appropriation in Postcolonial South Africa, Paper read at the Conference on Bible & Justice, May 2008, Sheffield, England.
82. Separating Economy and Morality in Post-liberation South Africa: Thabo Mbeki’s RDP of the Soul, Paper read at the Religion and Spirituality Workshop, August 2008, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.
83. * Indigenous Biblical Hermeneutics: Voicing Continuity and Distinctiveness, Paper read at the First Nations Conference, September 2008, Neah Bay, USA.
84. * Sacred texts – Particularly the Bible – and HIV and AIDS: Charting the Territory, Paper read at the Collaborative in HIV and AIDS in Religion and Theology (Chart) Chartography Research Workshop, October 2008, Durban, South Africa.
85. * “Leadership and Land”: A Very Contextual Interpretation of Genesis 37-50 in KwaZulu-Natal South Africa, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2008, Boston, USA.
86. Jesus (Christ), Jacob (Zuma), and the New Jerusalem: The ANC’s Deployment of Religion in Nation Building, Paper read at Conference on Power Sharing and African Democracy: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, March 2009, Pretoria, South Africa.
87. * Human Flourishing and Social Transformation: Bringing Embodied Theology into the Public Realm, Keynote paper read at conference on Human Flourishing: Exploring Protestant Goods in Changing Contexts, June 2009, Kampen, The Netherlands.
88. Interpreting Sacred Texts – Particularly the Bible and the Qur’an – in the Context of HIV and AIDS in Africa, Keynote paper read at Joint Conference of Academic Societies in the Fields of Religion and Theology, June 2009, Stellenbosch, South Africa.
89. * Africans Reading the Africa Bible Commentary and Pentecostal Hermeneutics: A Response, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2009, New Orleans, USA.
90. * Betraying the Logic of Social Location: Beyond Individual Self-identification to Collaboration, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2009, New Orleans, USA.
91. * (With Sithembiso Zwane) “Why Are You Sitting There?” Reading Matthew 20:1-16 in the Context of Casual Workers in Pietermaritzburg South Africa, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2009, New Orleans, USA.
92. * The Difference Epistemological Point of View Makes in Social Analysis and Biblical Interpretation: Sex Workers Reading the Bible, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2009, New Orleans, USA.
93. * Reflections on The Africana Bible: Reading Scripture across Africa and the African Diaspora, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, November 2009, New Orleans, USA.
94. * Jesus, Jacob Zuma, and the New Jerusalem: Religion in the Public Realm between Polokwane and the Presidency, Plenary paper read at In the Presence of Faith: An Interdisciplinary Symposium on Southern African Studies of Religion, 24-26 February 2010, Johannesburg, South Africa.
95. Political Economy and Its Effects in Mark 7:1-13 and Mark 12:38-44, Paper read at the Congress of the New Testament Society of South Africa, 19-22 April 2010, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.
96. The Detail Does Matter: Ethical Dilemmas and Identities between Biblical Text and African Context, Plenary paper read at Old Testament Society of South Africa Annual Congress, 15-17 September 2010, Vaal Triangle, South Africa.
97. Biblical Reflections on ‘Affluenza’: Personal and Systemic Dimensions, Plenary paper read at the Lentekonferensie, Lente in Bediening en Teologie, 5-7 October, Pretoria, South Africa.
98. * Senzeni na? From Lament to Restoration in Job 42:10-17 and in the Context of HIV and AIDS, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, 20-23 November 2010, New Orleans, USA.
99. * Popular Reading: Reception in Africa, Paper read at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, 20-23 November 2010, New Orleans, USA.
100. * Do Two Walk Together? Walking with the Other through Contextual Bible Study, Paper read at the Trinity Institute’s “Reading Scripture through Other Eyes” Conference, 19-21 January 2010, New York City, USA.


Professional Conference/Workshop
(Examples of Conferences/Workshops Related to Research)
1.* Ecumenical Documentation and Information Centre for Eastern and Southern Africa/All Africa Conference of Churches Workshop on Right Wing Christian Groups, July/August 1990, Harare, Zimbabwe.
2. Institute for the Study of the Bible Workshop, November 1990, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.
3. Theology Exchange Programme National Workshop, September 1991, Kimberley, South Africa.
4.* Ecumenical Documentation and Information Centre for Eastern and Southern Africa/All Africa Conference of Churches Workshop on Recent Developments in Right Wing Religion in Eastern and Southern Africa, October 1991, Windhoek, Namibia.
5. Institute for the Study of the Bible All-Africa Workshop, November 1992, Pietermaritzburg.
6. Matatiele Rural Community Workshop, April 1993, Matatiele.
7. Revival Workshop with the Anglican Church in the Eastern Province, June 1993, Maluti.
8. Umtata Women's Group Workshop on Liberating Ways of Reading the Bible, August 1993, Umtata.
9. CPSA Diocesan Youth Chaplains Training on Taking the Bible to the Young People, April 1994, Pietermaritzburg.
10. Institute for the Study of the Bible All-Africa Workshop, November 1994, Pietermaritzburg.
11.* The Norwegian Lutheran School of Theology Workshop, January 1995, Oslo, Norway.
12.* Norwegian Church Aid Workshop, January 1995, Oslo, Norway.
13.* Council for World Mission Bicentenary Workshop, July 1995, London, England.
14. College of the Transfiguration Workshop on Methods of Biblical Interpretation, July 1996, Grahamstown.
15. International Workshop on Bible Pedagogy, June/July 1997, Hanil University, Chonbuk, Korea.
16. Institute for Contextual Theology Workshop on “Ethical Challenges for Theologies in South Africa: Directions for Discourse and Praxis for the New Century Beyond Millenialist Theologies”, January 2000, Johannesburg.
17. South African Council of Churches Consultation on “Moral Renewal”, March 2000, Johannesburg.
18. Institute for the Study of the Bible & Worker Ministry “Bible Week”, September 2001.
19. * Consultation on the Future of Lay Training in the Church, February 2002, Ramseyer Training Centre, Abetifi-Kwahu, Ghana.
20. * International Network for Advanced Theological Education consultation on “Theological Responses to Illnesses, Stigma and Discrimination: Forging Contextual Theologies in an Era of HIV/AIDS”, January 2003, Pietermaritzburg.
21. Training of Theological Educators in the HIV/AIDS Era, Lutheran Communion in Southern Africa, August 2003, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.
22. Convention between Churches and Theologians in Government, August 2003, Pietermaritzburg.
23. Consultation on Homosexuality, October 2003, Pietermaritzburg.
24. Spirits of Globalisation Workshop, March 2004, Durban.
25. African Renaissance: Unity of Faith Programme, March 2004, Durban.
26. Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, November 2004, Johannesburg.
27. * Contextual Bible Study in Scotland, 10th Anniversary Day Conference, March 2005, Glasgow, Scotland.
28. * Tamar Campaign Workshop in Africa: Ending Sexual Violence on Female Bodies, World Council of Churches, St Paul’s United Theological College and Fellowship of Christian Churches and Councils in the Great Lakes and Horn of Africa, February-March 2005, Nairobi, Kenya
29. United Congregational Church of Southern Africa, 33rd Assembly, “Showing our Faith by What We Do, Inanda, September 2005.
30. * Mutirão Workshops, World Council of Churches, Ninth Assembly, February 2006, Porto Alegre, Brasil.
31. Men, Gender, and HIV/AIDS Project: Jesus the Man Bible Study Consultation, Pietermaritzburg Agency for Christian Social Awareness and KwaZulu-Natal Christian Council, May and July, 2006, Pietermaritzburg.
32. * Council for World Mission Assembly: Take Home the Good News, July, 2006, Ochio Rios, Jamaica.
33. * Mission Education School III, Council for World Mission, October, 2006, Durban, South Africa.
34. * St Augustine Seminar, November, 2006, London, England.
35. * Theological Education for the Anglican Communion, May 2007, Singapore.
36. * Korsvei, Seljord, Norway, July.
37. * 4th Pan African Conference of the Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians: The Girl Child, Women, Religion and HIV and AIDS in Africa September 2007, Yaounde, Cameroun.
38. * Training of Trainers Programme on Rereading the Bible, January 2008, Nagpur, India.
39. * Congregational Renewal for Effective Engagement in Mission: Workshop on Rereading the Bible, January 2008, Nagpur, India.
40. * Ujamaa/Ecumenical HIV and AIDS Initiative in Africa Workshop, March 2008, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa.
41. * Bible Studies for the Lambeth Conference, July/August 2008, Canterbury, England.
42. * Contextual Bible Study Workshop, Church Divinity School of the Pacific, November 2009, Berkeley, USA.
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2009. (With B. Zengele) “It Is Time for Jesus to Wake Up”: Reading Mark 4:35-5:1 from the Epistemological Privilege of the HIV-positive, in Vincent, J. (ed) The Stilling of the Storm in Mark, Sheffield: Urban Theology Unit.
2009/10: The Bible in Africa, in Riches, J. (ed) New Cambridge History of the Bible, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.
2010: The Bible, in Chapman, M., Clarke, S., Douglas, I., Percy, M. (ed) The Oxford Handbook of Anglican Studies, Oxford: Oxford University Press.
2010: Sacred texts – particularly the Bible and the Qur’an  – and HIV and AIDS: charting the textual territory, in Haddad, B. (ed) Religion and HIV and AIDS: Charting the Terrain, Leiden: Brill.


Editorial Boards
1993-94: Co-Editor Bibliography in Contextual Theology in Africa
1994-2001: Editorial Board Bulletin for Contextual Theology in Africa
1996: Guest Editor, Semeia
1996-present: Editorial Board, Old Testament Essays
1998-2004: Editorial Board, Semeia/Semeia Studies
2001-present: Editorial Board, Journal for the Study of the Old Testament
2004-2006: Forum Advisory Board, Society of Biblical Literature
2004-present: Editorial Board, The Bible and Critical Theory
2004-present: Board, Journal of Theology for Southern Africa
2004-present: Editorial Board, Postscripts
2007: Volume Editor, Semeia Studies
2010: General Editor, Semeia Studies
2010: Editorial Board, Journal of Postcolonial Studies
2010: Editorial Board, Soma: An International Journal of Contemporary Theological Discourses and Counter-Discourses
2010: General Editor, Journal of Theology for Southern Africa

National Research Foundation Representation
1994-present: Reviewer for NRF Research Grants
1999-2000: Advisory Panel for Theology, Ancient and Near Eastern Studies
2005: Member of Assessment Panel for Religious Studies and Theology
2006-2007: Convenor of Assessment Panel for Religious Studies and Theology
2006-2007: Steering Committee for Evaluation and Rating Data Project



Research Grants
1986/87-88/89: Africa Educational Trust Award
1986/87: The Whitefield Institute Award, United Kingdom
1986/87: The Sir Richard Stapley Educational Trust Grant, United Kingdom
1986/87: United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel Grant, United Kingdom
1986/87: Grahamstown Training College Fund Award, South Africa
1987/88: The Whitefield Institute Award, United Kingdom
1987/88: Radley Charitable Trust Grant, United Kingdom
1990: (With G. Wittenberg) Centre for Science Development Ad Hoc Grant
1991: (With G. Wittenberg) Centre for Science Development Larger Research Grant
1991-2001: Natal University Research Fund Grant
1992: Centre for Science Development Ad Hoc Grant
1992: Centre for Science Development HSRC Investigation into Research Methodology Grant
1993: Centre for Science Development International Conference Grant
1995: Centre for Science Development International Conference Grant
1995: Vice Chancellors Research Award, University of Natal
1995: Centre for Science Development Established Researcher Grant
1997: Centre for Science Development International Conference Grant
1998: Centre for Science Development Ad Hoc Grant
1998: University of Natal Research and Community Development Grant
1999: National Research Fund International Conference Grant
1999: University of Natal International Conference Grant
2000: National Research Fund Research Grant
2000: Overseas Research Fellow Grant
2000: University of Natal Furlough Research Grant
2000: Council for World Mission Research Grant
2000-2002: esATI Research Cluster Grant
2001: National Research Fund International Conference Grant
2002-2007: (with J.A. Draper) National Research Fund Special Focus Grant
2008- : (with D. Brown and L. Piper)  National Research Fund Special Focus Grant


Community Development and Research Grants
1989-2004: (With G. Wittenberg) Evangelisches Missionwerk in Deutschland, Germany
1990: South African Council of Churches, South Africa
1996-present: Norwegian Church Aid, Norway
1997-1999: Church Community Leadership Trust, South Africa
1998: Scottish Episcopal Church, Scotland.
1998-present: (With M. Nunes) CMC, Adviescommissie Missionaire Activiteiten, Germany
1998-present: (With M. Nunes) Missio, France
1998-2006: (With M. Nunes) Entraide et Fraternite, Belguim
1999-present: (With M. Nunes) Fastenopfer, Switzerland
1999-present: (With M. Nunes) Secours Catholoique, France
1999-present: (With M. Nunes) CAFOD, England
2000: Dan Church Aid, Denmark
2000-present: Mjondalen, Norway
2000-present: (With M. Nunes) Comite Catholique contre la Faim et pour le Development, France
2001-2002: Australian Government Aid Program, Australia
2002: Feed the Minds, England
2004-present: (With M. Nunes) Evangelischer Entwicklungsdienst e.V., Germany
2005: Global Ministries, The Netherlands
2005: Foundation for Human Rights, South Africa
2005: Department of Arts and Culture, South Africa
2005-present: Church of Sweden, Sweden
2006-present: (With S. Kumalo) Norwegian Church Aid (R&G), Norway
2006-present: (With S. Kumalo) Embassy of Finland, Finland


Postgraduate Supervision (Masters and PhD)
Graduated students
Timothy Long (MA; co-supervisor), 1990
Reading Paul in the South African context of struggle for liberation: some insights from Latin American liberation theology

Margarete Ruf (MTh; co-supervisor), 1993
Kontextuelle Bibelarbeiten zu dem Thema : “Jungersein/Nachfolge nach dem Markusevangelium”: eine praktische Studie. Durchgefuhrt in lutherischen Gemeinden in Natal

Gertrud Wittenberg (MTh), 1994
Methods of transformative Bible study: a comparison of two ways of doing Bible study in a Brazilian base community

Paul Thembinkosi Mngadi (MTh), 1996
The local church as a visible hermeneutical community

Anthea Garman (MA), 1996
What is really real?: a feminist critique of the Christian symbolic universe

Timothy Long (PhD; co-supervisor), 1996
Narrator, audiences, and message: a South African reader-response study of narrative relationships in the Book of Revelation

Janet Lees (MTh), 1997
Interpreting the Bible with people with communication difficulties

Lekoapa Patrick  Masipa (MTh), 1997
The use of the Bible in Black Theology, with reference to the story of Exodus

Newton Brandt (MTh), 2000
An analysis of the interpretation and celebration of the three pilgrimage festivals in Messianic Jewry and their impact on Christian practice

Habakuki Lwendo (MTh), 2000
The significance of the doctrine of retribution in Old Testament Job for pastoral counselling in Aids

Judy Thurlow (MTh), 2001
God in context: a comparative study of the images of God in three select local Christian groups of women

Martin Kapenda (MTh), 2001
Hermeneutics and culture: a critical appraisal of the impact of the local cultural context upon the reading of the Bible in the Evangelical Church in Zambia

Albert Gatumu (MTh; co-supervisor), 2001
Primal world view and the Bible: An African contribution to a hermeneutical method from the perspective of the primal worldview, with particular reference to the Gikuyu of Kenya

Karen Buckenham (MA), 2002
Women’s visual art as theology in contemporary South Africa

Wilhelm Meyer (PhD; co-supervisor), 2002
Reading Mark 4:35-41: a study of student discourses in the School of Theology, the University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg

Elelwani Farisani (PhD), 2002
The use of Ezrah-Nehemiah in a quest for a theology of renewal, transformation and reconstruction in the (South) African context

Phidian M. Matsepe (MTh), 2003
The biblical hermeneutics of commuter train passengers in the Vaal area

Edouard Kitoko Nsiku (PhD), 2003
The feelings of God in Hosea

Bungishabaku Katho (PhD), 2003
To know and not to know God in Jeremiah

Sarojini Nadar (PhD), 2003
Womanist and literary perspectives on Esther: resources for social transformation

Mote P. Magomba (MTh), 2005
Early engagement with the Bible among the Gogo people of Tanzania: historical and hermeneutical study of ordinary ‘readers’’ transactions with the Bible

Lubunga V. W’Ehusha (PhD) 2007
Korah and the rejection of Moses’ leadership in Numbers 16-17: An African comparative interpretation

Sibusiso Gwala (MTh) 2007
The impact of unemployment on the youth of Pietermaritzburg

Julius Kithinji Kiambi (MTh) 2008
Redacting socio-economic parables in Luke’s gospel under the postcolonial optic and a Kenyan application

Kennedy Gora (MTh) 2009
Postcolonial readings of 1 Kings 21:1-29 in the context of the struggle for land in Zimbabwe, from colonialism, to liberation, to the present

Present supervision
Aminadab Butorano (PhD; with R. Searle as co-supervisor) 2003-
An exegetical analysis of equity in the Psalms as a theological framework to examine the contribution of Academic Development Programmes to aspects of equity in higher Education at the University of KwaZulu-Natal

Pieter D. Botha (PhD) 2003-
Land and identity in the Ancient Near East and in South Africa: an African comparative analysis

Sthembiso Zwane (MTh) 2005-
A contextual reading of Genesis 1, 2:1-3 by black Christian workers in the South (KwaZulu-Natal) and their white counterparts in the North (Amsterdam) in view of their experiences and struggles in the workplace from 1990-2005

Jeffrey Moore (PhD) 2005-
The ordained ministry in the Lesotho Evangelical Church: contextual implications for their theological education – a descriptive analysis

Wallis Chang (PhD) 2005-
Biblical interpretation and the tribal experiences of TYCM people: reading Genesis 2-3 in the TYCM peoples’ context

Micheline Kamba Kasongo (PhD; with P. Bruce as co-supervisor) 2006-
Disability and the Bible in the Democratic Republic of Congo

Jafet B Gaomab (MTh) 2007-
“Get us into the pool”: exploring the use of contextual Bible study as a resource for BIG advocacy within the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Nambia

Mike Taylor (PhD; with Graham Lindegger as co-supervisor) 2008-
Gender construction and abuse of women in the church: responses of women and men to the narratives of Tamar and Amnon
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