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 Curriculum Vitae

Personal Details

Name: P. Pratap Kumar

Address in South Africa: 

Prof. P. Pratap Kumar 

Acting Deputy Head of School of Religion and Theology
University of KwaZulu Natal

Private Bag X10
Durban 4000

Ph. 031-563-8966 (H)

      031-260-7539 (W)

Fax: 031-260-7286

email: penumalap@ukzn.ac.za
Present Rank

Full Professor of Hinduism & Comparative Religions, School of Religion and Theology, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

Qualifications

Academic:

B.A. (English Literature) Andhra University, India (1975)

B.D. (Christianity), Serampore University, India (1981)

M. A. (Philosophy), Sri Venkatesvara University, Tirupati, India (1982)

M. Th. (Comparative Religions), Serampore University, India (1983)

Ph. D. (Religious Studies), University of California, Santa Barbara, C. A., USA (1990)

ADDITIONAL DIPLOMAS

Management Certificate in Labour Law, University of Durban-Westville (1998)
Advanced Diploma in Accounting, University of Natal, Durban (2001)

MAJOR FIELDS OF TEACHING

Hinduism, Buddhism (Indian, Srilankan, and Japanese and Chinese) & Jainism, Islam

Competency in Languages

Read and Write: Sanskrit, Hebrew, Greek, French, German, and Tamil

Read, Write and Speak: Telugu and Hindi. 

Technical Qualifications

Management Certificate in Labour Law, University of Durban-Westville (1998)
Advanced Diploma in Accounting, University of Natal, Durban (2001)

Employment History

1990 -1991
Joined the Centre for the Study of World Religions, Harvard University, USA as Visiting Scholar.  

1991-1993
University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, Department of Religious Studies.

July 1993- December 1993
Senior Lecturer in the Department of Religious Studies, University of Cape Town

April 1994 to Present 
University of KwaZulu Natal 

September 2004—June 2005 On Sabbatical at Oxford University and Academic Director of the Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies

Resumed Duties at the University of KwaZulu Natal from July 2005

Scholarship and Research

Dissertation/Thesis

Master’s thesis

“A critical study of W.C. Smith’s notion of religion: implications for the study of Indian religions”.

Ph. D. Dissertation

"The Understanding of Sri-Lakshmi in the writings of the early teachers of Srivaishnava tradition (between tenth and thirteenth century)."  The study analyses the Sanskrit commentaries written by the early teachers (Yamuna, Ramanuja et al.).  The discussion deals with Goddess, Sri-Lakshmi’s ontological status in relation to God, Vishnu (her consort).  This study also includes translations of hymns of some of the early teachers.
Books

1) Study of Diaspora Hinduism: Implications for Source Materials for the Study of Hinduism in General. (monograph). Durban: University of Durban-Westville, 1995. 

2) The Goddess Lakshmi in South Indian Vaishnavism. Scholars Press, Atlanta, GA USA, 1997. 

3) Hindus in South Africa: Their Traditions and Beliefs, Durban: University of Durban-Westville, 2000. 

4) Methods and Theories in the Study of Religions: Perspectives from the Study of Hinduism and other Indian Religions. Delhi: Black and White  (Sundeep Prakashan Publications), 2004. 

Books Edited

5) South Asians in the Diaspora: Their Histories and Traditions, edited by Knut Jacobsen and P. Pratap Kumar. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2004. (420pp)

Forthcoming Book:

6) Religious Pluralism and the Diaspora, edited by P. Pratap Kumar, E.J, Brill, (forthcoming 2006)

Numen Series Books Edited

1. The Future of the Study of Religion, edited by Slavica Jakelic and Lori Pearson, Leiden, Brill, 2004.

2. Studies in Modern Religions, Religious Movements and the Babi-Bahai Faiths, edited by Moshe Sharon, Leiden, Brill, 2004.

3. The Emergence of the Science of Religion in the Netherlands, by Arie L. Molendijk, Leiden, Brill, 2005.

4. Belief, Bounty and Beauty: Rituals around Sacred Trees in India, by Albertina Nugteren. Leiden: Brill, 2005.

5. Theory and Practice of Yoga: Essays in Honour of Gerald James Larson, edited by Knut A. Jacobsen. Leiden: Brill, 2005.

Books Reviewed

1) Harvey Cox, Many Mansions: A Christian's Encounter With Other Religions, in CSWR Bulletin, Harvard University, Vol. 15, No. 2, 1988-89, pp. 67-74. (Refereed Overseas)

2) David Kinsley, Hindu Goddesses: Visions of the Divine Feminine in Hindu Religious Tradition, Berkeley: University of California Press, 1988, in CSWR Bulletin, Harvard University, Vol. 16, No. 1, 1989/90, pp. 77-80. (Refereed Overseas)

3) Robert Ellsberg (ed). Gandhi on Christianity. New York: Orbis Books, 1991, in Journal for the Study of Religion. Vol. 5, No. 1, March 1992, pp. 82-83. (Refereed)

4) J. P. Shouten, Revolution of the Mystics: on the social aspects of Virasaivism. Kampen, The Netherlands: Kok Pharos Publishing House, 1991, in Journal for the Study of Religion. Vol. 6, No. 1, March 1993, pp. 90-92. (Refereed)

5) K. S. Singh. (ed.) The Mahabharata in the Tribal and Folk Traditions of India. Shimla: Indian Institute of Advanced Study, 1993, pp. 264, in Nidan: Journal of the Department of Hindu Studies and Indian Philosophy, University of Durban-Westville, Vol. 6, December 1994, pp. 44-46. (Refereed)

6) Peter S. Field The Crisis of the Standing Order: Clerical Intellectuals and Cultural Authority in Massachuetts, 1780-1833. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1998, pp. 272 forthcoming in the Journal for the Study of Religion (2004).

Articles and Papers in Scholarly Publications
1) "Religion and Theology: issues in W. C. Smith's Towards a World Theology," in Bangalore Theological Forum, India, Vol. XV., No. 2, 1983., pp. 151-162. (Refereed Overseas)

2) "Sacred in Folk Traditions of Rural Hindus," in Bangalore Theological Forum, India, Vol. XVIII, No. 2—3, 1986, pp. 107-112. (Refereed Overseas)

3) "Sita in the Last Episode of the Ramayana: Contrasting Paradigms in Bhavabhuti and Valmiki," Journal for the Study of Religion, South Africa. Vol. 5. No. 1. March 1992, pp.57-66. (Refereed)

4) "Religious Institutions: Ritual and Power Dynamics" in Journal for the Study of Religion, South Africa, Vol. 6, No. 2, September 1993, pp. 69-89 (Refereed)

5) "Contextualizing the Category Formation in History of Religions" Chapter in Religion & Civil Society, edited by John de Gruchi, Pretoria: University South Africa, 1996. (Refereed) pp. 40-61.

6) "Many Faces of Truth: Understanding Gandhi" in the Journal of Indological Society of Southern Africa, Vol. 1. No. 1. 1993, pp. 41-53. (refereed)

7) "Intuition: an Undeclared Epistemological Category in Indian Philosophy" in The Journal of Indological Society of Southern Africa, Vol. 2 & 3, 1994 & 95, pp. 43-53. (refereed)

8) "Vedic Claims of the Pancaratra and the Vaikhanasa Agamas" in Nidan: Journal of the Department of Hindu Studies and Indian Philosophy, Vol 7, University of Durban-Westville, 1995 (Refereed), pp. 42-56.

9) "A Polymethodological Approach to the Experience of the Sacred in Popular Hindu Tradition" Paper read at the conference of the Association for the Study of Religion in Southern Africa, held at the University of Durban-Westville, 27-28 June, 1995.  Published in Nidan, Journal of the Department of Hindu Studies and Indian Philosophy, vol. 8, December, 1996, pp.48-68. (Refereed)

10) "Religion Education in South Africa: Problems and Issues in the Study of Religion" published in Scriptura: International Journal of Theological Studies, Stellenbosch 1996.

11) "Erotic Images of the Divine: Revisiting the Orientalist Discourse" in the Journal of the Indological Society of Southern Africa, Vol. 4. December, 1996, pp. 85-96.

12) "Ritual and Hierarchy: A Case of Srivaishnavas" in the Journal for the Study of Religion, South Africa. Vol. 10, No. 1, March 1997, pp. 3-18 (Refereed)

13) “Two Paradigms of Interpretation of History" a critical review of Robert A. Huttenback’s Gandhi in South Africa: British Imperialism and the Indian Question, 1860-1914. (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1971) and Maureen Swan's Gandhi: The South African Experience. (Johannesburg: Ravan Press, 1985). in Journal for the Study of Religion, South Africa, Vol. 12, Nos 1 & 2. 1999, pp. 99-112. (Refereed)
14) “The Role of Hinduism in addressing Human Rights in South Africa”, published in Dialogue and Alliance, an International Journal of Inter-religious Dialogue, Vol. 2, No. 1, 1997, pp. 80-93. (This is also published as a chapter in Religion and Social Transformation in Southern Africa, edited by Thomas G. Walsh & Frank Kaufmann, St. Paul Minnesota: Paragon House, 1999, pp. 87-101. (Refereed Overseas)

15) “Taxonomy of the Indian Diaspora in South Africa: Problems and Issues in Defining their Identity” in Nidan: Journal for the Study of Hinduism, Vol. 11, Dec., 1999, pp. 77-93.

16) “Women, Marriage and Family in Hindu Society”, International Encyclopaedia of Women: Global Issues, (Routledge International Encyclopaedia of Women's Studies project edited by Dale Spender and Cheris Kramarae, scheduled for publication by Routledge, New York in November 2000.

17) Women in Hinduism: Issues in Understanding Hinduism, in Nidan: Journal for the Study of Hinduism, Vol. 12. December, 2000, pp. 31-42.

18) “Hindu Bhakti Traditions of India” in Nidan: Journal for the Study of Hinduism, Vol. 13, December 2001, pp.21-36.

19) The Individual vs the Collective Consciousness: an examination of the Srivaishnava debate on the emancipation of the Self” in Nidan: Journal for the Study of Hinduism, Vol. 13, December 2001, pp. 69-85.

20) “Kautalya’s Arthasastra: Some reflections on authorship and date” in  Nidan: A Journal of Hinduism, vol. 14 December 2002, pp. 97-102.

21) “Study of Diaspora Hinduism: some theoretical issues”, in Nidan: Journal for the Study of Hinduism, Vol. 15. December 2003, pp. 15-33.

22). “Introduction” to the Volume on South Asians in the Diaspora jointly with Knut Jacobsen, South Asians in the Diaspora: Histories and Religious Traditions, edited by Knut Jacobsen and P. Pratap Kumar, Leiden: Brill, 2004, pp. ix-xxiv.

23) “A Survey of New Approaches to the Study of Religion in India”, in Peter Antes, Armin W. Geertz, Randi R. Warne, eds.: New Approaches to the Study of Religion. Volume 1: Regional, Critical, and Historical Approaches (Religion and Reason 42), Verlag de Gruyter (Berlin & New York) in the Religion and Reason series, 2004, pp. 127-145.

24) “The Search for Hindu Ethics in Contemporary India vis a vis Dharma” in Nidan: Journal for the Study of Hinduism, Vol. 16, December 2004, pp. 32-52.

25) “From Denial and Displacement to Re-adjustment : Indian Diaspora in South Africa”, in Alternation, Special Edition 2 (2005), pp. 392-402.

26) “G.C. Oosthuizen and the Study of Religion in KwaZulu Natal” jointly published with Johannes A. Smit, in Alternation, Special Edition 2 (2005), pp. 10-19.

27) “Samkhya-Yoga influence on Srivaishnava philosophy with special reference to the Pancaratra system”, in Theory and Practice of Yoga: Essays in Honour of Gerald James Larson, edited by Knut A. Jacobsen. Leiden: Brill, 2005, pp. 129-142.

28) “How was Hinduism Studied? Reviewing Old Scholarship” in Nidan: International Journal for the Study of Hinduism. Vol. 17, December 2005, pp. 67-90.
29) “A Comment on Semantic Historical Method vs. Ideological Approach to the Study of Hinduism” in Nidan: International Journal for the Study of Hinduism. Vol. 17, December 2005, pp. 91-97.
Forthcoming Publications (NB: The below listed artilces were already submitted to the editors of the publications and are in the pipeline).

30) “Syncretism as a strategy in the construction of Hindu Temples in Natal (forthcoming).

31) “Religious Pluralism and Religion Education Debate in South Africa”, forthcoming in Religion and Theology, 2006. 

32) “Vaishnavism” entry in the Encyclopedia of Hinduism. London: Routledge Curzon (forthcoming).

33) “Hindus in Southern and East Africa” entry in the Encyclopedia of Hinduism. London: Routledge Curzon (forthcoming).

34) “Diaspora Hindus: Transnationals or Ethnics?” in Religious Pluralism and the Diaspora, edited by P. Pratap Kumar, E.J, Brill, (forthcoming 2006)
35) “Study of Hinduism: Past and Present: Reflections on how we got to where we are” (forthcoming in the Journal of the American Academy of Religion)
Awards Received

1986-1990
 Doctoral Fellowship, Lutheran World Federation, Geneva

1987-88
Humanities and Social Science Research Grant, University of California, USA (to conduct research in India) 

1987-90 
President of the University of California Work Study Award, University of California, Santa Barbara. USA

1992

Conference Grant, Centre for Science Development, Jan, 1992.

1994

Conference Grant, Centre for Science Development, Jan, 1994

1995

Conference Grant, University of Durban-Westville, 17th International 

Congress of History of Religions, Mexico , 5-12 August, 1995.

1995

Conference Grant, AAC/De Beers, Chairman's Fund. 

1995-96
Centre for Science Development, Research Grant for Translation work.

1999-2000  
Centre for Science Development, Publication Grant.

Memberships in Academic Societies

Current Editor of the Journal for the Indological Society of Southern Africa

Current Editor of Nidan: Journal for the  Study of Hinduism, South Africa

Current Member of the Association for the Study of Religion in Southern Africa

Current Member of the South African Academy of Religion

Current Member of the American Academy of Religion

Director of the International Association for the History of Religions Congress, August 5-12, 2000

Chairperson of the International  Committee for the Regional Conference of the IAHR in India. 2003-2004

Editor of Numen Book Series of the IAHR

Member of the Editorial Board of Numen : International Review for the History of Religions

Executive Member and Deputy Treasurer of the IAHR

Intiatives Launched: 

Between 1999-2001 Launched a Programme in the Studies in Ayurveda at the University of Natal, Durban, South Africa

Between 1995- to present involved in the development of Asian Studies at the University of Durban-Westville and the University of Natal, South Africa.

University Service and Community Involvement

Within the University

-2001 July to August 2004 Director of School of Religion and Theology, Westville Campus, UKZN

-1996 to Present Member of the Senate of University of Durban-Westville/UKZN

-1996-98 Member of the Faculty Research Committee

-1998-1999 Chair of Faculty Modularisation Committee

Outside the Unviersity

-1998-2000 Chairperson of the Education  Sub-Committee of the Ayurvedic (Traditional Indian Medicine) Liaison Committee of the Allied Professions Council of South Africa, Department of Health, South Africa. 

-1999- Present
Member of the Standards Generating Body of the South African Qualifications Authority for the field of Religious Studies.

-Associated with a number of Local Religious Bodies such as the South African Hindu Mahasabha.

National & International Conferences Attended

22-26 November, 1988 -- Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Chicago, USA.

21-25 November, 1989 -- Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Anneheim, California, USA.

21-22 July 91 -- Annual Conference of the Association for the Study of Religion in Southern Africa, held at the University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg, Participation.

29-31 January, 1992 -- "Science and Vision" organised by the Humanities and Social Science Research Council, Pretoria, South Africa.  Title of the paper--"Category Formation in Religious Studies: Methodological Dilemmas."

6-8 July 1993 -- Gandhi Centenary Conference, held at the University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg, Participation.

17-19 January, 1994 -- South African Academy Religion Congress held at University of South Africa (Pretoria).  Title of the paper— "Contextualizing the Category Formation in History of Religions."

5-9 July 1994 -- "Maiden Voyage: A Hindu Perspective on the Institution of Marriage" Paper read at Hinduism Today conference held at University of Durban-Westville, 

27-28 June, 1995 -- Annual Conference of the Association for the Study of Religion in Southern Africa, held at UDW, Title of the paper--"A Polymethodological Approach to the Experience of the Sacred in Popular Hindu Tradition."

5-12 August 1995 -- 17th International Congress of History of Religions, Mexico, Title of the paper--"Religion Education in South Africa: Problems and Issues in the Study of Religion."

7-10 July, 96 -- "Ritual as the Defining Factor of the Individual: A Case of the Srivaishnava Tradition" paper read at the International Conference of the South African Sociological Association, (UND) Durban,

28-29  August 96 -- "Erotic Images of the Divine: Revisiting the Orientalist Discourse" paper read at the annual conference of the Indological Society of Southern Africa, UDW, Durban.

23-26  November, 1996 -- "Hinduism in South Africa: Problems and Issues in Cross-cultural Understanding." has been presented for Roundtable discussion at the American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting at New Orleans, USA.

7-12 July 1997 -- "Study of Hinduism in South Africa: Problem of sources" Paper presented at the International Congress of North African and Asian Studies, Budapest.

18-19 Sept. 1997 -- "Taxonomy of the Indian Diaspora: Problems and Issues in Understanding" Paper read at the annual conference of the Indological Society of Southern Africa, Pretoria. Forthcoming in a book on Identity of South Asian Diaspora, edited by S. Gupta, University of California, Los Angeles, USA.

22-25 May 1998 -- "The future of the academic study of religion in South Africa" at International Association for the History of Religions (Regional Conference in Hildesheim, Germany)

3-5 June 1998 -- "Religion and God: Some reflections on the emerging relations between theological and comparative study of religion in South Africa" at the South African Academy of Religion, Pretoria. Forthcoming in the Journal of Constructive Theology, UDW.

1-8 December, 1999 --“Issues of Identity among the South African Hindus” Parliament of the Worlds Religions, Cape Town, South Africa.

8-10 July 1999 -- “Individual vs Collective Consciousness: a theological debate in the Srivaishnava Community” East-West Philosophy Conference, Melbourne, Australia.

27-30 Junly 2000 -- New Approaches to the Study of South Asia: Contemporary Views on Indian Civilisation, Stevens Institute of Technology, New Jersey, USA

5-12 August 2000 -- “Indian Diaspora: Issues and Problems” , History of Religions: Origins and Visions, 18th Quinquennial Congress of the International Association for the History of Religions, Durban, South Africa.

1-4 February 2001 “Syncretism as a strategy in the construction of Hindu temples in Natal”  Religion, Literature and the Arts Conference, University of Sydney, Australia.

22-23 June 2001 The Individual vs the Collective Consciousness: an examination of the Srivaishnava debate on the emancipation of the Self” paper presented at the Annual Conference of the Association for the Study of Religion in Southern Africa, Pretoria.

14-18 February, 2002 delivered public lecture at the Department of History, Delhi University on “ New Approaches to the Study of Indian Religions”.

13-16 June, 2002 Paper presented at Oriental Research Institute, Mysore, India on “Dharma in Manu and Katalya: Contemporary Search for Hindu Ethics”

23-26 Novemeber 2002 Paper presented at the American Academy of Religion, Toronto, on “Hindu -Chritian Worship: a historian of religion’s reflections on mutual borrowings”.

18-22 February 2002 Interfaith Workshop, University of Nairobi, Kenya, Presented a paper on Religious Pluralism and the Hindus in South Africa.

14-18 August 2003 Sociology of Religion Conference, Atlanta, GA Presented a paper on “Religious Pluralism and Urbanism: A South African Perspective.”

18-21 December 2003, Indic Religions Conference, Organised by the IAHR and Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi. Presented a paper on “From Denial and Displacement to Re-adjustment : Indian Diaspora in South Africa”.

6-9 July, 2004, 18th European Conference on Modern South Asian Studies, Lund University. Paper presented on “South Indian Temples in South Africa: Profiling Individuals”. 

7-9 September 2004, Annual Conference of the Association for the Study of Religion in Southern Africa. Paper presented on “Distinction between religious goals and educational goals: confronting theological education in South Africa”. 

13-16 September 2004 Annual Conference of the British Association for the Study of Religion, Oxford University.

25-30 March 2005 Respondent to a series of panels on Diaspora, and Hermeneutics in Vedanta at the 19th World Congress of the IAHR 2005, Tokyo, Japan.

15-17 April 2005 Delivered the Keynote address at the 30th Spalding Symposium on Indian Religions at Hariss Manchester College, University of Oxford, UK. Paper title: “Study of Hinduism, Past and Present: Reflections on how we got to where we are”.
18-22 Nov. 2005 Annula Conference of the American Academy of Religion, Paper presented on “Samkhya-Yoga Contribution to the Srivaishnava system of philosophy”
References
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Department of Economic History

Lund University

Box 7083

SE-220 07 Lund. Sweden

Tel. +46 46 222 7488   Fax: +46 46 131585
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