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Detlev Tönsing is currently employed as Lecturer in Systematic Theology at the School of Religion and Theology of the University of Kwazulu-Natal.  He lectures in Lutheran Theology, Theology and Science, Theology and Modernity, Ethics and Classical Systematics. 

Before coming to UKZN in 2006, he was parish pastor of the Lutheran Church of Peace in Hillbrow, Johannesburg, together with his wife. 

In this inner-city slum area, they led the congregation through transition from a German pastoral maintenance congregation to an inner-city, multicultural outreach congregation, with an emphasis on culture and education linked healing processes concentrating on youth and children.  

Detlev completed his M Th in 2004 on an interpretation of Lutheran and Liberationist Theologies using an approach from the theory of science stable, developed by Imre Lakatos

His B Th studies were at the School of Theology of the University of Natal.  

His interest in Theology and science is due to his first field of studies, which was Physics. He studied Physics at the University of Pretoria, completing his Ph D in 1990 in theoretical solid state physics.  The interest in science goes back to his school years in Potchefstroom, during which time he  participated in the South African National Youth Science weeks, the International Youth Science Fortnight in London (as third-placed Science Week competitor) and the Weizmann Youth Science Institute in Israel (as winner of the SA Science week competition).  

Detlev Tönsing  was born in Ermelo, then Transvaal, in a German-language family, and grew up in the university town of Potchefstroom. 
He is married to Gertrud Wittenberg, who teaches Ministry, Liturgy and Homiletics at the Lutheran Theological Institute.  They have two children,  Elisabeth and Paul. 
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B. Sc (Hons, Physics) 1982 University of Pretoria

M. Sc. (Physics) (cum laude) 1983 University of Pretoria

Ph. D. (Physics) 1990 University of Pretoria

B. Th. (Systematics, New Testament, Old Testament) (cum laude) 1992 Univ. of Natal

Ministerial Training, SALTTT: 1st Theological Examination 1993 (cum laude), 


Thesis: Was Luther a contextual theologian of his time? 
Ministerial Training, SALTTT: 2nd Theological Examination 1996 (cum laude)


Thesis: Inner City work as a explication of Lutheran understanding of the congregation
M. Th. (UKZN School of Theology) (Systematic Theology) (cum laude) (2005)

Thesis: Down and Out:  Parallels and Divergences in Structure and Method between the Theological responses of Martin Luther and Contextual Theologies to their times. 

Currently registered for D Th with UNISA (Systematic Theology, Title: Creation on the Edge of Chaos).
