The BA major in Religion

The major in Religion is a challenging and vibrant programme that introduces students to the scholarly study and research of religions on the African continent. The first level lays the foundations for the major with a focus on introducing students to the prominent dimensions and aspects of the main world religions. Special attention is also given to how religions are affected by the phenomenon of conflict and how they can also play a positive role in peace-building, peace-making and peace-keeping. With its focus on the oral and textual traditions of the religions, the two second level modules link knowledge gained in level 1 more closely to the specific texts, traditions and main religious concepts of the religions. The methodologies and theoretical study of the religions in the first two levels are formalized in level three in two distinct modules, that lay the foundations for the two postgraduate programmes, Religion and Social Transformation and Religion Education. The two third level electives allow students to develop their knowledge and skills gained in applied perspective, with the focuses on health, poverty, the environment, or human rights. Other relevant electives in the major will be offered from year to year and mostly focus on the significance of religion in applied contexts, such as gender, development, morality, ethics, etc. The importance of the programme is not only in its comparative religion theoretical framework, but also in its contextuality. It fully recognizes that the world religions have been important forces in history that shaped our world to various degrees, that they continue to do so, and that religious diversity both between and inside the religions is a very significant social factor that provides community and meaning to people all over the world. The modern student will be richly rewarded by enrolling for this programme. It not only provides thorough African-focused guidance in the study of the religions, but also enskills students in a variety of methodological and theoretical approaches to the study of religion which is crucial in the workplace, whether in government, the business world, civil society, education,  and postgraduate research. The major in Religion is offered at Howard College campus.
	Semester 1
	Semester 2

	RELG101 Introduction to Religion (16C)
	RELG106 Religion and Conflict (16C)

	RELG206 Oral and Written Sacred Texts (16C)
	Any one of the following modules (16C each):

RELG201 History of Hindu Thought

RELG202 Islamic Texts and Tradition

RELG204 Christian Literature and Tradition

RELG205 African Systems of Thought

	RELG308 Research Methodology in Religion and Culture Studies (16C)

Plus one of the following modules (16C):

RELG307 Religion and Healing Systems 

RELG311 Religion and Human Rights


	RELG309 Method and Theory in Religion and Culture Studies (16C)

Plus one of the following modules (16C):

RELG310 Culture, Poverty and Economics

RELG313 Religion and the Environment




